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Summary:  IMSOs should have a working knowledge of the home countries of the IMS 
attending their school.  The IMSO (and other staff) at a training site will be able to better relate to 
and interact with international students if they have an understanding of the student’s home 
country.  This includes the country’s history, geography, governmental structure, economy, 
culture, military, and relations with the United States.   
 
Action: 
In order to fully prepare for the arrival of an IMS, the IMSOs should take advantage of the 
following US Government websites to gain an understanding of a student’s home country: 
 

• Dept of State Background Notes: 
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/

 
• CIA World FactBook: 

http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html
 

• Library of Congress Country Studies: 
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/cshome.html

 
The IMSO should also share these websites and/or significant country information with other 
training site staff members, including sponsors, instructors, medical staff, and other key personnel 
who interact with the international students. 
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